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Living Stones and a Chosen People

1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and

all evil speakings,

2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of

God, and precious,

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer

up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner

stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

7 Unto  you  therefore  which  believe  he  is  precious:  but  unto  them  which  be

disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of

the corner,

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the

word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

9 But ye are a chosen generation,  a royal  priesthood, an holy nation,  a peculiar

people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of

darkness into his marvellous light:

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had

not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
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Living as Strangers in the World

11 Dearly beloved, I  beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly

lusts, which war against the soul;

12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak

against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall  behold,

glorify God in the day of visitation.

13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to

the king, as supreme;

14 Or unto governors,  as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of

evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.

15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance

of foolish men:

16 As  free,  and  not  using  your  liberty  for  a  cloke  of  maliciousness,  but  as  the

servants of God.

17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.

Submission of Servants

18 Servants,  be  subject  to  your  masters  with  all  fear;  not  only  to  the good and

gentle, but also to the froward.

19 For  this  is  thankworthy,  if  a  man  for  conscience  toward  God  endure  grief,

suffering wrongfully.

20 For  what  glory  is  it,  if,  when ye  be  buffeted for  your  faults,  ye  shall  take  it

patiently?  but  if,  when ye  do  well,  and  suffer  for  it,  ye  take  it  patiently,  this  is

acceptable with God.

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us

an example, that ye should follow his steps:

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
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23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened

not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to

sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and

Bishop of your souls.

HEBREW & GREEK WORD STUDIES

Believe — πιστεύω (Pisteuo)

To believe, trust, have faith

The Greek pisteuo (πιστεύω) means to believe or
trust—active reliance upon Christ. 'For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish' (John 3:16).

Elect — ἐκλεκτός (Eklektos)

Elect, chosen

The Greek eklektos (ἐκλεκτός) means chosen or
elect—those selected by God. Believers are 'elect
according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father' (1 Peter 1:2).

God — Θεός (Theos)

God

The Greek Theos (Θεός) refers to deity, used
both for the one true God and false gods. Context
determines whether it denotes the Father
specifically or the Godhead generally.

Grace — χάρις (Charis)

Grace, favor

The Greek charis (χάρις) denotes unmerited
divine favor—God's kindness toward the
undeserving. Salvation is 'by grace through faith'
(Ephesians 2:8), not human merit.

Holy — ἅγιος (Hagios)

Holy, sacred, set apart

The Greek hagios (ἅγιος) denotes holiness—
moral purity and separation unto God. Believers
are called 'saints' (hagioi), those set apart for
God through Christ's sanctifying work.

Lord — Κύριος (Kurios)

Lord, Master

The Greek Kurios (Κύριος) means 'lord' or
'master,' used both for human masters and
divinely for God the Father and Jesus Christ. Its
application to Jesus affirms His deity, as it
translates YHWH in the Septuagint.
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Love — ἀγάπη (Agape)

Divine love

The Greek agape (ἀγάπη) denotes self-sacrificial,
unconditional love—the highest form of love,
characterizing God's nature (1 John 4:8) and the
love Christians are called to demonstrate.

Messiah — Χριστός (Christos)

Christ, Anointed One

The Greek Christos (Χριστός) translates
'Messiah'—the Anointed One. Peter confessed
'Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God'
(Matthew 16:16), recognizing Jesus as the long-
awaited Messiah.

Righteous — δίκαιος (Dikaios)

Righteous, just

The Greek dikaios (δίκαιος) means righteous or
just—conforming to God's standard. Christ's
righteousness is imputed to believers through
faith (Romans 4:5), making them legally
righteous before God.

Sacrifice — θυσία (Thusia)

Sacrifice, offering

The Greek thusia (θυσία) means sacrifice or
offering. Christ offered Himself as the perfect
sacrifice 'once for all' (Hebrews 10:10), ending
the need for repeated animal sacrifices.

Sin — ἁμαρτία (Hamartia)

Sin, missing the mark

The Greek hamartia (ἁμαρτία) means sin—
missing the target of God's perfection. 'All have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God' (Romans
3:23), requiring Christ's atoning sacrifice.

Word — λόγος (Logos)

Word, reason, message

The Greek Logos (Λόγος) means word, reason,
or message—the rational principle underlying
reality. John identifies Christ as the eternal
Logos: 'In the beginning was the Word' (John
1:1).
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